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HRS 2020 -- Module 10:  Substance Use Problems
FINAL VERSION -- 05/01/2020

**************************************************************************

NOTE ABOUT BRANCHPOINTS: 

Where there is more than one jump within a branchpoint box, the jumps are to be applied in 
order from the top.

**************************************************************************

NOTE ABOUT COLORS AND MODE:

All question text in black is for the core interview (except if CAPI and CAWI text is the same). 

Question text and codes in teal denotes CAWI (Web).  The CAWI text will always be directly 
after the CAPI text. If wording is the same in both CAPI (Iwer Administered) and CAWI (Web), 
the text is black.

Otherwise, black text for codeframes, interviewer instructions, jumps and branchpoints, etc., 
which can apply to both the CAPI and the CAWI interview unless specified otherwise or there 
is a CAWI alternative.

On a black-and-white hard copy of the document, the TEAL text will appear somewhat 
lighter than the original black.

******************************************************************
MAJOR FLOW CONTROL, CONDITION AND FILL VARIABLES 

If X009 (RANDOM 1-10) = 10

V000 BRANCHPOINT: ASK IF THIS IS A SELF INTERVIEW (A009 =1)
ELSE, GO TO END OF MODULE 

Although we have finished the interview, we would like to ask you just a few new questions. 
 Some questions may be similar to questions we have already asked, but we are interested in 
how people respond when 
 the questions are changed just a little. This  will only take a few minutes.

[INSTR: IF R REFUSED BEFORE STARTING A MODULE, ENTER 9. IF R STARTED TO DO A MODULE 
AND THEN CHANGED HIS/HER MIND, ENTER 99.]



Page 2 of 8

Although we have finished the interview, we would like to ask you a few new questions. Some 
questions may be similar to questions we have already asked you, but the researchers are 
interested in how people respond when the questions are changed just a little.

1. R IS WILLING 
9. R REFUSED AT MODULE INTRO
99. R REFUSED AFTER STARTING A MODULE

1. CONTINUE

NOTE: IF R LEAVES V000 EMPTY IN CAWI IT WILL BE TREATED AS A REFUSAL AND SKIP R OUT 
OF MODULES

V651 BRANCHPOINT: ASK IF X009 = 10 AND THIS IS A SELF INTERVIEW (A009 = 1), ELSE GO TO 
END OF MODULE 

V651

This next short section is about problems with substances, such as medications, other drugs, 
tobacco and alcohol, that our Health and Retirement Study participants might have.  We 
realize that we’ve asked you about a few of these issues earlier, but at most this section will 
only take about 2-3 minutes. These are the types of questions, developed by the National 
Institutes of Health, that are routinely asked in many doctors’ offices and in hospitals because 
of the recent concern about these substances among Americans. 

1. CONTINUE

V652

In the past year, how often have you had one or more alcoholic drinks per day? 

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]

1. NEVER ……………… GO TO V654
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V653
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In the past year, how often have you had [4 for women/5 for men] or more alcoholic drinks 
per day? 

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]

1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V654

In the past year, how often have you used tobacco products?

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]

1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V655

In the past year, how often have you used cannabis (marijuana, pot, grass, hash, etc.)?

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]

1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V656
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In the past year, how often have you used prescription drugs for non-medical reasons? 

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]

1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V657

In the past year, how often have you used illegal drugs?

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]

1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V658 COUNT IF R ANSWERED V652 - V657 AS NEVER, DK OR RF. 

V658 BRANCHPOINT: IF V658 COUNTER =  5 (R ANSWERED NEVER/DK/RF TO V652 - V657) GO 
TO END OF MODULE. ELSE, CONTINUE

V659

The last part of this section is to ask about specific drugs or substances you may have used in 
the past three months: 

In the past 3 months, how often have you used Cocaine (coke, crack, etc.)?

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]
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1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V660

In the past 3 months, how often have you used prescription stimulants (Ritalin, Concerta, 
Dexedrine, Adderal, diet pills, etc.)?

[INSTR: INCLUDE USE BOTH WITH AND WITHOUT A PRESCRIPTION.]

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]

1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V661

In the past 3 months, how often have you used methamphetamines (speed, crystal meth, ice, 
etc.)?

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]

1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V662
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In the past 3 months, how often have you used Inhalants  (Nitrous oxide, glue, gas, paint 
thinner, etc.)?

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]

1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V663

In the past 3 months, how often have you used sedatives or sleeping pills (Valium, Serepax, 
Ativan, Xanax, Librium, Rohypnol, GHB, etc.)?

[INSTR: INCLUDE USE BOTH WITH AND WITHOUT A PRESCRIPTION.]

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]

1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V664

In the past 3 months, how often have you used hallucinogens (LSD, acid, mushrooms, PCP, 
ecstasy, etc.)?

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]



Page 7 of 8

1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V665

In the past 3 months, how often have you used street opioids (heroin, opium, etc.)?

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]

1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V666

In the past 3 months, how often have you used prescription opioids (fentanyl, oxycodone, 
[OxyContin, Percocet] hydrocodone [Vicodin] methadone, buprenorphine, etc.]?

[INSTR: INCLUDE USE BOTH WITH AND WITHOUT A PRESCRIPTION.]

[PROBE: Would you say never, once or twice, montly, weekly, or daily or almost daily?]

1. NEVER 
2. ONCE OR TWICE
3. MONTHLY
4. WEEKLY
5. DAILY OR ALMOST DAILY

8. DK
9. RF

V667



Page 8 of 8

Have you used any other drugs in the last 3 months?

1. YES
5. NO

8. DK
9. RF

V668
What drug or drugs was that?

NAME OF DRUG(S) ____________

8. DK
9. RF

END MODULE 
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