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HRS 2020 -- Module 6:   Upper extremity difficulties
FINAL VERSION -- 05/01/2020

**************************************************************************

NOTE ABOUT BRANCHPOINTS: 

Where there is more than one jump within a branchpoint box, the jumps are to be applied in 
order from the top.

**************************************************************************

NOTE ABOUT COLORS AND MODE:

All question text in black is for the core interview (except if CAPI and CAWI text is the same). 

Question text and codes in teal denotes CAWI (Web).  The CAWI text will always be directly 
after the CAPI text. If wording is the same in both CAPI (Iwer Administered) and CAWI (Web), 
the text is black.

Otherwise, black text for codeframes, interviewer instructions, jumps and branchpoints, etc., 
which can apply to both the CAPI and the CAWI interview unless specified otherwise or there 
is a CAWI alternative.

On a black-and-white hard copy of the document, the TEAL text will appear somewhat 
lighter than the original black.

******************************************************************
MAJOR FLOW CONTROL, CONDITION AND FILL VARIABLES 

If X009 (RANDOM 1-10) = 6

V000 BRANCHPOINT: ASK IF THIS IS A SELF INTERVIEW (A009 =1)
ELSE, GO TO END OF MODULE 

Although we have finished the interview, we would like to ask you just a few new questions. 
 Some questions may be similar to questions we have already asked, but we are interested in 
how people respond when 
 the questions are changed just a little. This  will only take a few minutes.

[INSTR: IF R REFUSED BEFORE STARTING A MODULE, ENTER 9. IF R STARTED TO DO A MODULE 
AND THEN CHANGED HIS/HER MIND, ENTER 99.]
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Although we have finished the interview, we would like to ask you a few new questions. Some 
questions may be similar to questions we have already asked you, but the researchers are 
interested in how people respond when the questions are changed just a little.

1. R IS WILLING 
9. R REFUSED AT MODULE INTRO
99. R REFUSED AFTER STARTING A MODULE

1. CONTINUE

NOTE: IF R LEAVES V000 EMPTY IN CAWI IT WILL BE TREATED AS A REFUSAL AND SKIP R OUT 
OF MODULES

V401 BRANCHPOINT: ASK IF X009 = 6 AND THIS IS A SELF INTERVIEW (A009 = 1), ELSE GO TO 
END OF MODULE

V401
The following items ask about difficulties people often report completing common everyday 
activities. Please tell me if you have no difficulty, some difficulty, or if you are unable to do 
each activity.

How much difficulty do you have opening a child-proof pill bottle? Would you say: no difficulty, 
some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?
 

The following items ask about difficulties people often report completing common everyday 
activities. Please tell us if you have no difficulty, some difficulty, or if you are unable to do each 
activity.

How much difficulty do you have opening a child-proof pill bottle? 
 


1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
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V402
How much difficulty do you have taking off a heavy sweater or winter jacket? Would you say: 
no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?
How much difficulty do you have taking off a heavy sweater or winter jacket? 

1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF

V403
How much difficulty do you have fastening a small button, such as on a shirt or blouse? Would 
you say: no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?

How much difficulty do you have fastening a small button, such as on a shirt or blouse? 

1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF

V404

(How much difficulty do you have) Opening or closing a zipper or clasp on the back of your 
clothing? Would you say: no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?

How much difficulty do you have opening or closing a zipper or clasp on the back of your 
clothing? 
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1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF

V405
(How much difficulty do you have) Reaching behind your back, like putting a belt through a belt 
loop?

(Would you say: no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?)

How much difficulty do you have reaching behind your back, like putting a belt through a belt 
loop?

1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF

V406
(How much difficulty do you have) Drying your back with a towel?

(Would you say: no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?)
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How much difficulty do you have drying your back with a towel?

1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF

V407

(How much difficulty do you have) Reaching for the seatbelt in a car?

(Would you say: no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?)

How much difficulty do you have reaching for the seatbelt in a car?

1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF

V408
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How much difficulty do you have Reaching your arms overhead for more than 2 minutes while 
standing on the floor, for example to hang a sheet on a clothesline or changing an overhead 
light?

Would you say: no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?

How much difficulty do you have reaching your arms overhead for more than 2 minutes while 
standing on the floor, for example to hang a sheet on a clothesline or changing an overhead 
light?

1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF

V409
(How much difficulty do you have) Inserting and turning a small key in a door lock?

(Would you say: no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?)

How much difficulty do you have inserting and turning a small key in a door lock?

1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
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1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF

V410
(How much difficulty do you have) Opening the top of a previously unopened tight water 
bottle using only your fingers, that is without using any devices?

(Would you say: no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?)

How much difficulty do you have opening the top of a previously unopened tight water bottle 
using only your fingers, that is without using any devices?

1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF

V411
(How much difficulty do you have) Ripping open a package of snack food, for example, the 
cellophane wrapping on crackers, using only your hands?

(Would you say: no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?)

How much difficulty do you have ripping open a package of snack food, for example, the 
cellophane wrapping on crackers, using only your hands?
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1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF

V412
(How much difficulty do you have) Pouring from a full gallon of milk without resting the 
container on a countertop?

(Would you say: no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?)

How much difficulty do you have pouring from a full gallon of milk without resting the 
container on a countertop?

1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF

V413
(How much difficulty do you have) Making a bed, including spreading and tucking in bed 
sheets?

(Would you say: no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?)
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How much difficulty do you have making a bed, including spreading and tucking in bed sheets?

1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF

V414
(How much difficulty do you have) Washing dishes, pots, and utensils by hand while standing 
at the sink?

(Would you say: no difficulty, some difficulty, or are you unable to do this?)

How much difficulty do you have washing dishes, pots, and utensils by hand while standing at 
the sink?

1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE
7. [VOL] WON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
1. NO DIFFICULTY
5. SOME DIFFICULTY
6. UNABLE TO DO THIS
7. DON'T DO

8. DK
9. RF
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V415

V415 CHECKPOINT 
COUNT OF THE NUMBER OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 

V401, V402, V403, V404, V405, V406, V407, V408, V409, V410, V411, V412, V413, V414 

THAT ARE ANSWERED WITH 

5. SOME DIFFICULTY, OR 6. UNABLE 

V416 BRANCHPOINT: ASK IF V415 GREATER THAN OR EQUAL TO 1, ELSE GO TO V417
V416

Do you agree, somewhat agree, or disagree with the following statement?

I feel less useful because of problems lifting, carrying, or using my hands for everyday 
activities. 

1. AGREE
2. SOMEWHAT AGREE
3. DISAGREE

8. DK
9. RF

V417
Next, do any of the following everyday objects weigh about 10 pounds? For each object, 
please respond yes or no.

A gallon of milk? 

1. YES 
5. NO

8. DK
9. RF

V418
(Do any of the following everyday objects weigh about 10 pounds? For each object, please 
respond yes or no.)

3 large liter bottles of soda?

3 large liter bottles of soda?
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1. YES 
5. NO

8. DK
9. RF

V419
(Do any of the following everyday objects weigh about 10 pounds? For each object, please 
respond yes or no.)

A large watermelon?

A large watermelon?

1. YES 
5. NO

8. DK
9. RF

V420
(Do any of the following everyday objects weigh about 10 pounds? For each object, please 
respond yes or no.)

A standard bag of apples?

A standard bag of apples?

1. YES 
5. NO

8. DK
9. RF

V421
(Do any of the following everyday objects weigh about 10 pounds? For each object, please 
respond yes or no.)

A large bottle of laundry detergent?

A large bottle of laundry detergent?

1. YES 
5. NO

8. DK
9. RF
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